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On May 8, in a run-off election, Democratic Left (ID) candidate Rogelio Borja was elected president
of Ecuador. According to the unofficial vote tally announced on May 9, he received about 190,000
more votes than his rival, Abdala Bucaram of the Roldosista Ecuatoriano Party (PRE). In terms
of policy and ideology, Borja is described (and self- described) as a social democrat. Bucaram,
former mayor of Guayaquil, has been labeled a "radical populist." By 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, Ecuavisa
(Channel 8) television in Quito reported that Borja had received 1,584,483 (47.4%), and Bucaram,
1,344,200 (40.2%), of a total 3,342,791 votes cast. Shortly thereafter, in an appearance on national
television, Bucaram declared that he had recognized his defeat, and that Borja was the new
president of Ecuador. On the following day, the Ecuadoran media reported that an estimated 12% of
all ballots had been declared null and void. In the January 31 elections for president, vice president,
members of the national congress, and provincial and municipal posts, Borja and Bucaram ran
alongside eight other candidates. Borja captured 21% of the vote, and Bucaram, almost 16%.
About 3.2 million of an eligible 4.6 million persons voted in January; 15% of the ballots cast were
declared null and void. According to Ecuadoran law, a presidential candidate must receive an
absolute majority of all votes cast to win the office. Consequently, the run-off election between
the two front-runners was necessary to elect the president, who alongwith all other winners on
Jan. 31, will assume office on Aug. 10. Ecuador's vice president-elect is Luis Parodi, described as
a pragmatic academic. Parodi, an electrical engineer and university professor, has served as a
consultant and in other capacities in the public sector. On Aug. 10, he will assume directorship
of the National Development Council (CONADE), responsible for national planning. The runoff election took place in a surprisingly tranquil environment, following a week of conflict and
denunciations of fraud by both parties. Three people were killed and several injured in party
clashes. On May 7, for instance, Bucaram told reporters in Guayaquil that Borja militants had called
on supporters to install themselves at polling stations to annul ballots cast in his favor with "rings."
According to Bucaram, "the entire country" knew he would win the run-off. He did not provide
details on how Borja supporters would annul ballots with rings. On May 8, President Leon Febres
Cordero implemented a "maximum alert" of the armed forces and the police, reinforced security
measures, and a prohibition against liquor sales throughout the country. Soldiers in combat fatigues
carrying automatic rifles were present at all polling stations. Borja, 52, is an attorney, professor of
jurisprudence, legislator and writer of political essays. He has degrees in political science and law
from the Universidad Central del Ecuador. The president-elect initiated his political career as a
student leader in 1958, and was elected to the national Chamber of Deputies in 1962. Soon after
founding the Democratic Left party, he was elected to the national congress in 1970, and again
in 1979. After a decade of military rule, in 1979 Borja sought the presidency, and was defeated by
the charismatic Jaime Roldos. In 1984, he again entered the presidential race and won in the first
round of the elections. Then, in the run-off, he was defeated by Leon Febres Cordero, a long- time
political rival. Defining himself as a social democrat, Borja dismisses claims from the right that he
is a communist. During a long and tense electoral campaign, Borja assured the business sector that
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he was opposed to further nationalizations. He declared himself to be a supporter of seeing the
private sector exert a more important role in the development of the country. According to Borja,
"Social democracy is the socialism of the 20th century...[I]t may be construed as the unionization of
the poor countries." On May 7, Borja said his principal concerns as president will be dealing with
unemployment, inflation, the foreign debt and the fiscal deficit. Inflation is running at about 60% per
year. Borja plans to renegotiate foreign debt payments with creditors because for Ecuador payment
is "impossible" under present conditions. According to official statistics, Ecuador's medium- and
long-term foreign debt totals about $9.4 billion. During campaign speeches, he pointed out that in
1985, debt payments absorbed 30% of export revenues; in 1986, 50%; and, in 1987, 63%. Ecuadoran
foreign currency reserves have plummeted in the past two years, largely the result of low oil prices,
and an earthquake in March 1987 that cut off oil exports for six months. Next, Borja has declared
that his government will provide massive support to farmers and campesinos. Jobs in urban areas
will be created via a "reorientation" of industrial policy, or tax incentives and interest rate controls.
When Borja and Parodi take office in August, they will have the support of a congressional majority,
consisting of members of Democratic Left party in alliance with the Popular Democracy Party. (Basic
data from AP, AFP, 05/08/88, 05/09/88)
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